
Greeting Comrades and Auxiliary, 
  
We lost one of our most beloved Com-
rades in February.   

Ernest Helmut 
Winkler 97, of 
Temple, Texas 
passed away Feb-
ruary 3, 2019 at 
his home sur-
rounded by loved 
ones. He was 
born on April 22, 
1921 in Loebau, 
Texas to Oscar 
and Anna Win-
kler.  Ernest served in the US Army Corps of Engineers serv-
ing in WWII, Battle of the Bulge. He married Lillian Winkler 
on February 24, 1946 celebrating 71 years of marriage to-
gether. He was a successful business owner and operator of 
Winkler Auto Parts and Repair in Port Arthur, TX. Ernest and 
Lillian moved to Temple in 1984. He will be remembered 
and missed here at Bell Post 1820. 
 
I want to publicly thank four of our members that have 
stepped up and taken on some of the leadership roles here 
at the post.   

First, I want to mention our Senior Vice Command-
er and House Committee Chairman, Jimmy Douglas.  He is 
the one out in the community representing our post when I 
am unable.  He is the one supporting our many employees 
and business interests that occur with Hall Rentals, Canteen 
operations, and Food Service.  He has done an outstanding 
job so far and I am expecting that he will continue to im-
prove our outreach within our community. 

Next is, Leonard Halleen, he has come in to his 
newly elected position like a storm.  He has taken on some 
of the various responsibilities that I have held for a few 
years, now allowing me some space to breathe.  He holds 
the Junior Vice Commander position and he will be  

publishing the Bell Ringer, helping out with the 
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Greetings members & supporters 

I wanted to add my 2¢ to the Commanders 
comments from last month’s newsletter…
As an existing Auxiliary member, you help to 
ensure our Veteran’s and their families have 

benefits, in the form of healthcare, financial, education, etc. 
both on the local and national levels. Our leadership, through 

our support, is currently backing H.R. 299, the Blue Water 
Navy Vietnam Veterans Act (I have mentioned this Act in 
past newsletters), which rectifies the exclusion of Blue Water 
Veterans from receiving Agent Orange coverage.  This situa-
tion is an example of our organization at work…the legislation 
is current, BUT the Vietnam War (1955-1976) was 45-60 years 
ago, however the VFW organization is working to ensure our 
veterans receive their due. In 60 years, I do not know what 
maladies our Iraq and Afghanistan veterans might be faced 
with, but I have faith that the VFW will be just as diligent and 
my sons will receive the required relief.  
 
 A strong organization requires an active membership. 
The National Auxiliary recognized this and expanded the mem-
bership eligibility to include extended family members. There 
are several potential Auxiliary members associated with 1 Vet-
eran.  

• Husband/Wife 

• Widower/Widow 

• Father/Mother 

• Grandfathers/Grandmothers 

• Sons/Daughters (includes Step) 

• Grandsons/Granddaughters (includes Step) 
Brothers/Sisters 
Please encourage your extended family members to consider 

joining the Auxiliary, so that the VFW can continue to protect 

the best interests of our veterans. 

 

 Our biggest topic from the February meeting is the 

Easter Egg Hunt, scheduled for April 20th. For those that may 

not recall, the hunt is scheduled for the Saturday before Easter 

Sunday. Last year, we did not do a very good job of advertising 
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Web Page, and working on our Buddy Poppy drives.  Next one is 
our Quartermaster Roosevelt Pugh, he is the guy in the back-
ground that takes all the heat rounds at our meetings but al-
ways in stride.  He has been a steadfast comrade in this post for 
the last 3 years as our Quartermaster.  He has been charged 
with the financial responsibility for our property, insurance, 
employee pay, business operations, etc.  When you see Roose-
velt please thank him for all that he does for our post! 

 
 Lastly, is Sabrina Young, she is our Adjutant and Service 
Officer.  She has done an outstanding job reaching out to our 
roster of 712 members. She has already assisted several Veter-
ans/Comrades find the support / financial assistance they need 
over the last month or two.  She has also received great feed-
back from those that she was able to speak with.  We will cer-
tainly work towards some of the projects suggested from that 
feedback. 
   
 The four of them are a much-needed addition to our 
post and they have great potential in their current roles and I 
am sure any future roles they choose to pursue.  For all of 
them, I am grateful! 
 

Today’s operations are not the same as 5 years ago, 10 
years ago, and especially 20+years ago.  Time and time again, I 
hear that is not how we did it back when…?  Why does it cost so 
much…? Why are employee costs so high…?   I will again gladly 
invite anyone that wants to do it better to volunteer!   

 
Some numbers for us to look at this month: 
2001  Minimum wages in Texas were: $3.35 per/hour 
2007 Minimum wages in Texas were: $5.15 per/hour 
2010  Minimum wages in Texas were: $7.25 per/hour and 
remains there while other states have increased from $7.25 – 
$11.50 with an average of $8.50 an hour. 
 
In 1970 the average new car cost around $3,542, and a gallon of 
gas was about $.36 
In 1980 the average new car cost around $7,000, and a gallon of 
gas was about $1.19 
In 1990 the average new car cost around $15,000, and a gallon 
of gas was about $1.15 
In 2000 the average new car cost around $21,047, and a gallon 
of gas was about $1.51 
In 2010 the average new car cost around $24,899, and a gallon 
of gas was about $2.79 
In 2018 the average new car cost around $36,270, and a gallon 
of gas averaged about $2.50 
 
If you have questions or concerns please call me at 254-317-
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5445 or email me at 
(VFWPost1820Commander@gmail.com) 

   
  As always if you are interested in doing charitable 
work or attending an event please contact (Commander 
Michael Fuller) at phone (254) 317-5445.  Our next monthly 
meeting, it is at 7:00 pm, 12 March 2019, Post 1820, 3302 
Airport Road, Temple, TX 76504.  Snacks and drinks are 
served between 6:30 pm and 7:00 pm.   
 
 If you are need of a place to have a party or holiday 
function, Post 1820 has three event halls.  Prices vary ac-
cording to the size of the hall and members get a discount.  
Additionally, we have two large heavy-duty VFW Grills 
mounted on trailers and the pavilion area also has a large 
grill and is available for rent.  Please give our Rental Manag-
ers Barbara or Miranda a call at (254) 778-5450 for making 
reservations (reserving rooms)/scheduling.     
Respectfully, 

Michael E. Fuller 

Michael E. Fuller 

Post 1820 Commander    
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the event, so this year I wanted to get an early start. 

Please pass the word to your family and neighbors with 

small children so we can have a good showing this year. 

Also, if you’d like to be involved, please contact me. 

I must have spoken too soon in the last newsletter, when I 

stated that all the positions are filled. We are currently 

needing a secretary. This is a position that must be filled in 

order to maintain the Auxiliary. If you are interested, 

please let me know.  

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Laura VanLier 
Auxiliary President 
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Comrades, 
 

Romans 3:10 “As it is written, there is none 
righteous, no, not one:” 
 

 

James Sneed  

James Sneed 
Chaplain 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
  1 DJ Time 1930 

Fish Fry 1700 

2 DJ Abel 1930 

3 Navy Reserve 

Birthday  

Bingo 1400 

 

4 Bingo 1900 

APA Pool League 

1930 

 

5 BCA Pool 

League 1930 

6 Bingo 1900 

APA Pool League 

1930 

7 Donation 

Review / House 

Meeting 1730 

APA Pool 

League 1930 

DJ Smooth 1930 

8 DJ Time 1930 

Fish Fry 1700 

 

 

9 DJ Smooth 1930 

10 Bingo 1400 

Daylight Sav-

ings Time 

11 Bingo 1900 

APA Pool League 

1930 

 

12 Post 1820 

and Auxiliary 

Meetings 1900  

BCA Pool League 

13 K-9 Veterans 

Birthday  

Bingo 1900 

APA Pool League 

14 APA Pool 

League 1930 

DJ Smooth with 

Karaoke 1930 

15 DJ Time 

1930 

Fish Fry 1700 

 

16 DJ Abel 1930 

 

17 Bingo 1400 

 

18 Bingo 1900 

APA Pool League 

1930 

19 BCA Pool 

League 1930 

 

20 Bingo 1900 

APA Pool League 

1930 

21 APA Pool 

League 1930 

DJ Smooth with 

Karaoke 1930 

22 DJ Time 

1930 

Fish Fry 1700 

23 DJ Smooth 1930 

 

24 Bingo 1400 

 

 

25 Medal of 

Honor Day 

APA Pool League 

1930 

26 BCA Pool 

League 1930 

27 Bingo 1900 

APA Pool League 

1930 

28 APA Pool 

League 1930 

DJ Smooth with 

Karaoke 1930 

29  Vietnam 

Veterans Day  

DJ Time 1930 

30 DJ Abel 1930 

31 Bingo 1400       

March 2019 

Dates to Remember 

 
Mar 2-6: Voice of Democracy, Washington, DC 
 
Mar 3-7: Legislative Conference, Washington, DC 
 
Mar 24: Kosovo, Campaign (VPR) 
 
Mar 31: Somalia Operation (VPR) 
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VFW POST 1820 OFFICERS 

Commander………………………...Michael Fuller 

Senior Vice Commander……...Jimmy Douglas 

Junior Vice Commander……….Leonard Halleen 

Adjutant……………………………….Sabrina Young 

Quarter Master…………………….Roosevelt Pugh 

Chaplain……………………………….James Sneed 

Post Judge Advocate…………….Gilbert L. Johnson 

Surgeon………………………………..Charles Travis 

1 Year Trustee……………………….Domingo Luna  

2 Year Trustee……………………….Jim Halvorson  

3 Year Trustee……………………….Nathan Watts 

Service Officer……………………….Sabrina Young 

AUXILIARY OFFICERS 

President………………………….Laura VanLier  

Senior Vice President……….Charlene Thompson 

Junior Vice President………..Liz Youngblood 

Treasurer………………………….Darlene Gardner 

Secretary………………………….Vacant 

Chaplain…………………………...Lydia Pippins  

Conductor…………………….....Dan Taylor 

Guard……………………………….Mary Roach 

1 Year Trustee…………………..Vacant 

2 Year Trustee…………………..Mary Wall 

3 Year Trustee……………………Vacant 

Patriotic Instructor…………….Darla Munoz 

V.F.W. Post and Auxiliary meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.   

Facebook Page: VFW POST 1820  

 Website: WWW.VFWBELLPOST1820.COM 
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